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The workshop was held at one of the Sri Lanka’s 

iconic landmark venues-the Galle Face Hotel 

built in 1864and situated in the heart of 

Colombo, along the seafront and facing the 

famous Galle FaceGreen, rendering an ideal 

atmosphere for our entire work 

The workshop-related activities took place 

stretching into the entire week from the 15thto 

19th of February 2016. Even though the official 

inauguration was held on the 16th, the matters 

incidentalto the program involving the Project 

Core Members (PCMs) and Project Support 

Members (PSMs)and the two WCO accredited 

experts,MrTakayuki Miyoshi, WCO ROCB A/P, and Mr Ismail Nashid, Maldives 

Customs Service,tookplace on the first day, the 15th of February 

 

The elegant image of the workshop 

venue in Colombo, one of the oldest 

hotels east of the Suez, built in 1864, the 

Galle Face Hotel embraces its rich history 

and legendary traditions looks amazing 

with the recent facelift 



The Sri Lankan trainers who had undergone training were led by Mr T 

Raviendrarajah and comprised of three PCMs and the three PSMs who delivered 

their presentationsas scheduledand actively participated throughout the program 

playing their given role with utmost commitment and enthusiasm. The three 

PCMs took the lead role while they were aptly supported by the three PSMs. All 

the trainers got an opportunity toshowcase their newly acquired delivery talents 

by way of their presentations dealing with different aspects of the WTO Customs 

Valuation System. The audience who participated had been selected in such a way 

to represent a strong cross section of the Sri Lanka Customs community mostly 

from the middle range management level,in order to ensure their interaction with 

the trainers and also to make them critically analyze the presentations. 

The Transaction Value Method, the PCA mechanism and the Risk Management, 

with reference to WTO Valuation Agreement and with the backdrop of the local 

legal provisions were handled respectively by Messer’s T Raviendrarajah, M R 

Ranarajah and M A M Nazir- the three PCMs. There was well planned time 

allocation for each presenter with half of a day for one presentation leaving 

ample time for the ensuing discussion and questions by the participants. The 

special feature here is that the relevant articles of the subjects as well as the local 

legislation pertaining to thembeing dealt with in an intensive and extensive 

probing manner where the participants were made to experience a voyage of 

discovery 

The three PSMs, namelyMesser’s Chandraratne, Sunil Jayaratne and Wijeratne 

Bandara, made presentations on Alternative methods, Introduction to WTO 

Valuation Agreement and the Related Party Transactions respectively. Each 

presenter had his unique approach where he applied different training techniques 

nevertheless the key characteristicwas ensuringinteraction of the participants 

with the trainer throughout the session.The culmination of the proceedingswas 

on penultimate day where the compilation of the training modules prepared by 

the PCMs and PSMs was handed over the Director General of Customs. The 

Additional Director General of Customs Mr Tharaka Seneviratne himself being a 

WCO accredited trainer on Commodity Classification, accepted the Compilationon 

behalf of the Director General of Customs and chaired the program’s conclusion 

ceremony. The country director of ADB, Ms Sri Widowatti was the special guest 

and delivered the key-note address on the closing ceremony of the program. 



Shere-affirmed in her speech the commitment of the ADB and their continued 

support in the capacity building process of the SASEC member countries. Mr 

Tharaka Seneviratne during his speech mentioned- referring to the conclusion of 

the workshop- that it was not the end of anything but it is the beginning of a 

tough journey ahead for the trainers. Acknowledgement and Way-forward speech 

was made by Mr Takayuki Miyoshi. He expressed his appreciation on the 

performance of the entire team and he went on to emphasize the willingnessthe 

WCO ROCB AP to implement more programs in order to assist the member 

countries in their capacity building process. 

 

As a developing country we need to make every effort to enhance our efficiency 

in implementing procedures relating to Customs valuation without compromising 

the objectives envisaged in the WTO Valuation Agreement. Hence there is no 

doubt that the entire project though out the last two years provided us with the 

much needed sophisticated mechanisms on valuation control. In fact, the entire 

training program is of immense use for the trainers as we,the trainers, acquired a 

great deal of techniques relating to training and teaching, especially on the 

Customs Valuation.  

As a newly trained trainer on the WTO Valuation Agreement, I too feel a heavy 

burden has fallen on the shoulders of the new trainers where we need to keep on 

updating our knowledge on Customs matters generally and on Customs Valuation 

related matters in particularby absorbing new developments taking place on a 

day-to-day basis as well as keeping the training methodology and techniques up-

to-date. It is in fact as the old adage goes as when the going gets tough the tough 
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gets going. Thus the final national workshop on WTO Valuation Agreement -V6- 

held in Colombo came to conclusion on the 19th of February 2016   
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